
 

 

Y1 & Y2 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 2016 

 

Subjects National Curriculum Focus Autumn Term 

 

Helping your child at home 

 

Religious 

Education 

At St Benet’s we believe that Religious 

Education is central to the educative mission of 

the Church.   Religious Education is taught 

through the process of Explore, Reveal, and 
Respond. This follows the pattern of: the 

human search for meaning, God’s initiative in 

Revelation and the response in faith.  We 

follow the ‘Come and See’ Catholic Primary 

Religious Education programme. 

 

Beginnings 

God is present in every beginning. The children will learn the story 

of the Creation and will be introduced to some psalms. They will 

illustrate or write their own psalm. 

Signs and symbols 

They will explore and develop their experiences of noticing signs 

and symbols in the world around them. They will review the 

Sacrament of Baptism and will be introduced to signs, symbols and 

religious words used in Baptism. 

Preparations 

Advent- the time to wait and to prepare for the birth of Jesus. 

They will learn about the events of The Annunciation, The 

Visitation and how Mary and Joseph prepared for the birth of 

Jesus. 

Judaism 

Shabbat: the children will learn about God’s special day 

 

• Attend church when possible 

•  Share prayers at home with family 

• Encourage the children to share resources linked to the 

RE topic e.g. baptism-photographs, artefacts Talk to your 

child about their baptism/initiation to their religion or if 

they do not have a religion 

 

•  Support your children with research at home  

English 

The overarching aim for English in the national 

curriculum is to promote high standards of 

language and literacy by equipping pupils with a 

strong command of the spoken and written 

word, and to develop their love of literature 

through widespread reading for enjoyment. 

 

Y1 Genres of Writing (to be covered throughout the year) 

 Traditional tales 

 Stories by the same author 

 Stories with repetitive patterns 

 Simple substitutions in a story 

 Non-chronological report (information writing) 

 Retell/recount a story or event 

 

Grammar & Punctuation: 

Consistent use of capital letters and full stops, beginning to use 

capital letters for proper nouns 

Introduction to nouns, verbs and adjectives. 

Phonics 

Read, write inc 

Revision of all phonic patterns covered in Reception and 

introduction to Set 3 sounds 

 

 

  

 

Y1 and Y2 

• Read home reader regularly 

• Practise handwriting 

• Read class novel or share books by focus author 

• www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 

• www.topmarks.co.uk 

• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/index.shtml 

 



Focus author: Martin Waddell 

 

Y2 Genres of Writing: (to be covered throughout the year) 

• narrative – inventing stories from a known structure 

• traditional tales with a twist 

• using 5-part story structure 

• personal/historical recount- letter /diary 

• information writing 

• writing to instruct 

 

Grammar & Punctuation: 

Consistent use of: commas in a list, apostrophe for singular 

possession and contraction, expanded noun phrases, past and 

present tense, using and/but/so, using it/when/because. 

Continues revision of all phonic patterns from Year 1 

 

Class based readers: theme of witches and wizards 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

The children in Year 1 and Year 2 will follow the 

Inspire Maths programme, a programme that 

teaches maths mastery. It is built on a 

cumulative spiral curriculum, focusing on core 

topics to build deep understanding. The 

teaching pathway scaffolds in-depth learning of 

key mathematical concepts through the 

development of problem solving and critical 

thinking skills, and extensive opportunities for 

practice. 

Y1: 

• Numbers to 10 

• Number bonds 

• Addition within 10 

• Subtraction within 10 

• Shapes and patterns 

• Ordinal numbers 

• Numbers to 20 

• Addition and subtraction within 20 

• Length 

• Mass 

• Picture graphs 

• Numbers to 40 

Y2: 

• Numbers to 1000 

• Addition within 1000 

• Subtraction within 1000 

• Two step problems 

• Multiplication 

• Division  

• Multiplying by 2,3,4,5 and 10 

•  Length 

 

• Times tables: 2x 5x 10x (Y1) + 3x 4x (Y2) 

• BBC Bitesize 

• Mathletics 

• Encourage use of maths skills during everyday situations 

e.g. using time and money in a shop 

• NRich website (good for problem solving activities) 

• www.topmarks.co.uk 

• www.ictgames.co.uk 

• www.mathsisfun.com 

 

 

Science 

Pupils in years 1 and 2 should explore the world 

around them and raise their own questions. 

They should experience different types of 

scientific enquiries, including practical 

activities, and begin to recognise ways in which 

they might answer scientific questions. They 

ANIMALS INCLUDING HUMANS 

The children will: 

Year 1: 

Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

Identify and name a variety of common animals that are 

 

•  BBC Bitesize 

• www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 



should use simple features to compare objects, 

materials and living things and, with help, 

decide how to sort and group them, observe 

changes over time, and, with guidance, they 

should begin to notice patterns and 

relationships. They should ask people questions 

and use simple secondary sources to find 

answers. They should use simple measurements 

and equipment (for example, hand lenses, egg 

timers) to gather data, carry out simple tests, 

record simple data, and talk about what they 

have found out and how they found it out. With 

help, they should record and communicate their 

findings in a range of ways and begin to use 

simple scientific language. 

carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common 

animals. 

Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body 

and say which part of the body is associated with each sense. 

 

Year 2: 

Notice that animals, including humans have offspring which grow 

into adults. 

Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals including 

humans, for survival (water, food and air) 

Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right 

amounts of different food and hygiene. 

  

All the children will observe the changes in the season and will 

learn about Autumn and changes which take place. 

• www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk 

 

 

Art & Design 

Pupils will be taught: 

 To use a range of materials creatively to 

design and make products. 

To use drawing, painting and sculpture to 

develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination. 

To develop a wide range of art and design 

technique in using colour, pattern, texture, line 

shape and form and space. 

About the work of a range of artists, craft 

makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different 

practices and disciplines and making links to 

their own work. 

Year 1 and Year2 ; 

 The children will study the work of Giuseppe Arcimboldo 

 “ Summer” 

They will learn about the artist, find out facts about his life. 

They will use their own fruit and vegetables to create a picture 

and will photograph this. 

They will recreate the picture as a collage 

When learning about Autumn the children will explore colour 

mixing to make autumn colours. 

 

The children will practise printing techniques using fruit, 

vegetables, hands and fingers 

They will use a variety of techniques and medium to produce 

pictures of The Great Fire of London 

 

They will use drawing, cutting and painting skills when producing 

their: 

 Christmas card 

Calendar 

Christmas craft 

 

Try to find some examples of other work by this artist by googling 

his name. 

 

Continue to give your child opportunities to cut out, use collage 

materials etc. 

Use natural materials found outside to create pictures. 

Computing 

Pupils should be taught to:  understand what 

algorithms are; how they are implemented as 

programs on digital devices; and that programs 

execute by following precise and unambiguous 

instructions  create and debug simple 

programs  use logical reasoning to predict the 

behaviour of simple programs  use technology 

purposefully to create, organise, store, 

manipulate and retrieve digital content  

recognise common uses of information 

The children will have practice of basic keyboard skills to become 

familiar with the keys, word processing and how to log on and off. 

They will practice typing the alphabet, their name and a simple 

sentence. 

They will be introduced to basic algorithms through picture 

sequencing and through using the BeeBot scratch programme. 

 

Help your child to become familiar with the keyboard: how to type 

capital letters, use the back space key, put in spaces, type their 

name. 



technology beyond school  use technology 

safely and respectfully, keeping personal 

information private; identify where to go for 

help and support when they have concerns 

about content or contact on the internet or 

other online technologies. 

Design & 

Technology 

Key stage 1  

Through a variety of creative and practical 

activities, pupils should be taught the 

knowledge, understanding and skills needed to 

engage in an iterative process of designing and 

making. They should work in a range of relevant 

contexts [for example, the home and school, 

gardens and playgrounds, the local community, 

industry and the wider environment] 

The children will make bread hedgehogs using the following skills: 

I use knives safely to cut food (with help) 

I use a mixing bowl to prepare a mixture. 

I know that I have to wash my hands and keep work 

surfaces clean when preparing food. 

They will make 3D houses: 

I have made a structure. 

I describe the materials I have used to make my structure. 

I measure and mark out the materials I need for my 

structure. 

 

The children will look at a variety of fruit and vegetables 

during Harvest preparations. 
 

 

Let your child have experience of a variety of fruit and vegetables 

including more unusual produce. 

Look for examples when out shopping. 

Geography 

Key stage 1 

 Pupils should develop knowledge about the 

world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 

They should understand basic subject-specific 

vocabulary relating to human and physical 

geography and begin to use geographical skills, 

including first-hand observation, to enhance 

their locational awareness 

The children will follow the topic “From farm to fork” which will 

link to their Harvest performance. 

They will follow the journey of different types of food and will 

find out where these foods come from. 

They will look at a map of the world to identify where types of 

food will grow and will use secondary sources of information in 

their investigations, 

They will keep a class weather chart throughout the 

school year and discuss changes. 
 

 

 

Look at maps with your child and point out various countries 

Help them to become familiar with the countries which make up the 

British Isles. 

www.topmarks.co.uk 

 

www.bbc.co.uk : Schools 

 

 

 

History 

Key stage 1 

 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, 

using common words and phrases relating to the 

passing of time. They should know where the 

people and events they study fit within a 

chronological framework and identify 

similarities and differences between ways of 

life in different periods. They should use a 

wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

They should ask and answer questions, choosing 

and using parts of stories and other sources to 

show that they know and understand key 

features of events. They should understand 

some of the ways in which we find out about 

The children will learn about the events of Guy Fawkes and the 

Gunpowder Plot and will use our timeline to place these events 

historically. 

They will mark Remembrance Day and will learn some facts 

related to this event 

The Great Fire of London 

The children will learn about the events of the Great Fire. 

The children will put the events in order and will consider why the 

fire started and what the results were. They will learn of the 

contributions made by Samuel Pepys and Christopher Wren. 

 

 

BBC Bitesize  KS1 History: Great Fire of London 

www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk 

BBC Schools Ages 4-7 History sites 

 



the past and identify different ways in which it 

is represented. 

Music 

Key stage 1 

 Pupils should be taught to:  use their voices 

expressively and creatively by singing songs and 

speaking chants and rhymes  play tuned and 

untuned instruments musically  listen with 

concentration and understanding to a range of 

high-quality live and recorded music  

experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 

music 

The children will learn a selection of songs which they will 

perform as part of the Harvest Celebration. They will sing as part 

of a group. 

They will explore rhythm and tempo through nursery rhymes, 

familiar songs and songs they learn for the production. 

They will explore pitch when rehearsing traditional carols for the 

carol service. 

 

• Music lessons available in school for Y2- violin 

 

Physical 

Education 

Key stage 1 

 Pupils should develop fundamental movement 

skills, become increasingly competent and 

confident and access a broad range of 

opportunities to extend their agility, balance 

and coordination, individually and with others. 

They should be able to engage in competitive 

(both against self and against others) and co-

operative physical activities, in a range of 

increasingly challenging situations.  

Pupils should be taught to:  master basic 

movements including running, jumping, throwing 

and catching, as well as developing balance, 

agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply 

these in a range of activities  participate in 

team games, developing simple tactics for 

attacking and defending  perform dances using 

simple movement patterns 

Gymnastics 

These skills will be developed: 

I show control and co-ordination when travelling or 

balancing. 

I choose which actions to make. 

I copy sequences and repeat them. 

I can roll. 

I can travel in lots of ways. 

I can balance. 

I can climb safely. 

I can stretch my body. 

I can curl my body. 

The children will put together a simple routine which they 

will practise for the gymnastics festival at St Anthony’s. 

Dance 

I can perform some dance moves. 

I put moves together to make a short dance. 

I show rhythm in my dance. 

I choose the best movements to show different ideas. 

I move carefully with control. 

I use space safely. 
 

The children will also practise a variety of skills when preparing 

for Sports Day 

 

 

 

 

• Sports clubs in school: football. dance and karate Y1 and 

Y2 

SEAL 

A high-quality citizenship education helps to 

provide pupils with knowledge, skills and 

understanding to prepare them to play a full 

and active part in society. In particular, 

citizenship education should foster pupils’ keen 

These two themes focus on developing children’s knowledge, 

understanding and skills in four key social and emotional aspects 

of learning: empathy, self-awareness, social skills and motivation.  

New Beginnings 

This theme offers children the opportunity to see themselves as 

• Refer to school website for information about suitable 

anti-bullying websites  



awareness of how the United Kingdom is 

governed and how its laws are made and upheld. 

It should also prepare pupils to take their place 

in society as responsible citizens by providing 

them with the skills and knowledge to manage 

their money well and make sound financial 

decisions. 

valued individuals within a community, and to contribute to shaping 

a welcoming, safe and fair learning environment for all.   

 

Getting on/Falling out 

This theme focuses on cooperation and valuing diversity.  It 

focuses on four key content areas, developing the social skills of 

friendship, working well together in a group, managing anger and 

resolving conflict 

• Discuss with your child their talents and celebrate their 

achievements at home 

Talk to them about the qualities of a good friend and how to listen 

and play cooperatively with others 

 


