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Tuesday 15th December 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we come to the end of this term, I thank you all for the bottom of my heart, for your unswerving love 

and support. Your cooperation at every point - from staggered starts and exits, wearing face coverings, 

understanding that we are doing things differently and accepting some disappointments, has ensured that 

we are coming to the finish line of 2020. Due to the protocols we have put in place, we have managed ‘so 

far’ with minimal disruption. In reality this has happened due to our good planning but also a great amount 

of prayers and good luck. Other communities have not been as fortunate but I can honestly say – ‘There 

but for the grace of God!’ Let’s keep going in these last days and we will continue to do so in January 2021.  

As well as thanking you - our parents and carers, I must also share my admiration and appreciation for a 

few others.  Our children throughout this crisis have been truly amazing – they have coped with more than 

any other generation since the last world war and often do not get the recognition they deserve. Our 

grandparents, extended families and child minders have all followed our COVID secure guidelines and 

worked with school positively throughout this process. Our PTA, who have still managed to continue to 

raise funds, in these tricky times. Our Local Authority, through Together for Children, have been in contact 

constantly guiding us with daily briefings. Our governors and Father David, our Parish Priest, have 

supported us with care and wisdom throughout this pandemic. Working with fellow headteachers across 

the city and the diocese has given me great encouragement. And finally, ALL of our wonderful school staff 

– our cleaners, site supervisor, office staff, lunchtime staff, teaching assistants and teachers. It has 

genuinely been a team effort – nothing has been a problem for them and they have truly gone the extra 

mile. 

The government and the Department for Education (DfE) have announced the opportunity for schools to 

close to pupils early and either bring forward an INSET day or deliver remote learning. We felt this 

information came too late in the day and would have been disruptive for our parents and carers, therefore 

we are keeping to our original term dates and will finish normal time on Friday. The DfE have also 

requested for schools to continue as track and trace next week. Therefore, if your child has a positive 

COVID test result after symptoms beginning before Monday 21st December, please email us at school on - 

enquiries@stbenetsschoolsunderland.org.uk and then we will contact the parents of the relevant bubble 

(year group) and advise them regarding the necessary isolation period. Let’s hope and pray that this is not 

necessary and we can all enjoy a relaxing, albeit somewhat different, Christmas. When returning to school 
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on Tuesday 5th January 2021, contact us if you have any information regarding tests as usual. Please note 

staggered times will continue for the next term.  

We still have much to celebrate this term. Our Year 6 children have taken part in the Sunderland Music 

Hub’s ‘Song for the Season’ - their singing was beautiful. Our Year 6 Girls’ Football Team from last 

academic year were Highly Commended in the Sport Group category at last week’s Sunderland Young 

Achievers’ Awards. Our Nursery and Reception Nativities are available on YouTube via Twitter from today. 

Years 1 to 6 have recorded Christmas songs and carols and their YouTube link is now also available on 

Twitter. Our children have shared angels of hope with NE Sports and they are displayed for our local 

community on the green at Sea Road. We have recently celebrated reaching 1000 followers on Twitter – 

remember to share your ‘different’ Christmas and New Year celebrations and activities on @St_Benets . 

Whilst working in partnership during these difficult times it is clear why we as a school community refer to 

ourselves as a school family. This whole family has worked tirelessly together since March to try to thrive 

within this very strange and often scary situation. Once again I thank you and wish you a very holy 

Christmas and a wonderful New Year. Let’s hope 2021 brings the joy and optimism of a way forward out of 

this crisis and we can look forward to positive changes come the Spring. 

Stay safe and God bless 

Ann Blakey  
  

Ann Blakey, Headteacher  
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