
St. Benet’s R.C Primary School 
Fulwell Road, Sunderland. SR6 9QU 

Tel: (0191) 5492020 
Email: enquiries@stbenetsschoolsunderland.org.uk 

Head Teacher: Mrs. A. A. Blakey 

 
 
 
 

16th July 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers 

This is the time of year when I begin our end of school letter with the usual announcements, thanks and praise. This 

year of course has been like no other. Therefore, I must begin by passing on my condolences to anyone of school 

family who have experienced bereavement, loss or suffering during this crisis – the thoughts and prayers of all of us 

from St Benet’s are with you at this time.  

Secondly I must thank all of our St Benet’s Family for your support, love and hard work this year and especially over 

the past few months. I have personally felt blessed by the care I have been shown by our children, families, staff, 

governors, volunteers, Father David - right through to our parishioners. I am so proud of how we have all pulled 

together and I know it has not always been easy. Thank you for working in true partnership, whether at home or at 

school, with myself and our staff. I believe that these difficult times have brought us closer together and will help us 

move forward to a new normal.  

I owe a debt of gratitude to our staff, who have stepped up to work and provide for our families in a multitude of 

ways from home learning, delivering hoodies to bombarding you with lockdown photographs on Twitter! We now 

have skills that we never knew we had before March 2020. I sad to announce that this year Mrs Van Den Kerkhof is 

leaving St Benet’s after serving our school for over 20 years. Mrs Holmes is also leaving, moving to a new adventure 

working with animals. I know you will join me in thanking them both for their hard work, dedication and loyalty that 

they have shown the children and families of St Benets.  

Thank you to our governors for their guidance during the year and especially these past few months. Their support 

has been much appreciative and is helping us move forward into the next academic year. 

Final thanks go to our wonderful children who have been amazing throughout this. As children they have shown 

great resilience but they do miss each other and their routines. Well done to all of our children but I would like to 

give a particular mention to our Year 6 children. They started Year 6 very well – rising to the challenge of being 

prefects and role models for our school. They worked hard academically; achieved great results as swimmers, 

netballers and footballers; worked brilliantly in the Regional Lego heats getting through to the national 

championships and had just started to practice singing and signing to a piece of modern music - ‘Cast your Cares’- 

when Lockdown was put in place. We are so disappointed, as you are, that we cannot do all the things we have 

taken for granted over the years but we have tried to make memories with you in alternative ways. Thanks for your 

understanding and we endeavour to come together in a safe way in the future. I would like to say goodbye, good 

luck and God bless to our Year 6 children and their families. They will be missed but I look forward to hearing about 

all of their future achievements. And tomorrow we will do socially distanced send offs to mark the occasion. We are 

excited about our Year 5 children and we know that they are ready to rise to the challenge of Year 6 and they were 

particularly good at modelling their new hoodies with the motto – ‘Spread your wings and follow your dreams.’ 

Thanks to our current Year 6s for choosing such a great motto.   



In September all children will be back and will be in year group/phase bubbles. Many of the Covid 19 procedures will 

remain in place. We will be maintaining staggered entrance, exit (including the one way system) and break times and 

lunches will also remain staggered.  

Lunches will be staggered and infant and junior children will continue to have lunches in their classrooms, like this 

term. Early Years children (Nursery and Reception) who stay all day will have a hot school meal in the hall.  Please 

see the list below for the options available across school. These have been put in place to try to keep school as safe 

and as COVID free as possible.  

Nursery and reception Hot school meal served in the school hall 

Year 1 and Year 2 Choice of hot or cold packed lunch served in classrooms 

Year 3 and Year 4 Choice of hot or cold packed lunch served in the classrooms or a disposable packed 

lunch from home 

Year 5 and Year 6 Choice of hot or cold packed lunch served in the classrooms or a disposable packed 

lunch from home 

 

New entry and exit timetable: 

Year Groups Drop off Pick up 

Years 6 & 5 
(Plus younger siblings) 

8.30am Upper Junior gate (Plus younger siblings) 3.00pm 

Years 4 & 3 
(Plus younger siblings) 

8.40am Main Office           (Plus younger siblings) 3.10pm 

Years 1 & 2 
(Plus younger siblings) 

8.50am Year 1/2 Side gate (Plus younger siblings)    3.15pm 

Nursery  9.00am Nursery & Reception gate 3.20pm 
 

Reception 9.10am Nursery & Reception gate 3.30pm 
 

 

As staggered entries are recommended in the DfE guidance of 2nd July 2020 we are implementing this to try to 

mitigate risks. However, we appreciate that might be difficult for families but we thank you in anticipation of your 

support. It is essential that families try to keep to timings to ensure the smooth flow of children into the buildings. 

This staggered approach has worked well this term but with a lot less children so we ask you to bear with next year 

when we all find our way forward safely and patiently together. 

One adult should only accompany children on entry and exit.  In the year groups 1 to 6, younger children are allowed 

to enter school with the eldest sibling if that if more convenient to the family. 

We continue to rely on you to keep social distancing protocol in and around the school as we must all continue to 

play our part to avoid a new spike of COVID-19. This term our children and families have managed this brilliantly.  

We shall return to full school uniform. Please remember children should not be wearing ear rings or any jewellery. 

Some children have dyed their hair during lock down which has been lovely to see but we now return to formal 

procedures and hair dying should now stop. Please don’t feel the need to have it recoloured back to natural or have 

it cut off. Just let it grow out naturally. 

If you are providing your own packed lunch this should be disposable – no packed lunch boxes or bottles will be 

allowed. Water bottles are not required and water will be made available to the children throughout the day.  No 

school bags are required. Children should bring their school PE kit in and these will be returned home half-termly. 



Please make sure your child’s name is on all their uniform items and coats, it is vital that items are not being taken 

home to other homes as the virus is still at large.   

 
This summer let us have a #SummerOfSmiles where you can tweet us at @St_Benets - our Twitter account - 
photographs showing anything that makes you or will make us smile and keep us positive during these tricky times. 
It will be a great way for us to keep connected over the summer. If you find tweeting difficult you can always email 
us photographs at our email address - enquiries@st.benetsschoolsunderland.org.uk  (Please remember this email 
will not be checked as often during summer as our twitter account).  
I would like to thank you all again for your support and co-operation, I have been overwhelmed by your support and 
partnership. I hope you and your families have a wonderful summer break and return refreshed and safe and sound 
for the autumn term, on Wednesday 3rd September 2020. 

 
Stay safe and God Bless 

 
Yours sincerely, 

Ann Blakey 

Headteacher 

 
 

Chair of Governors 
Mrs Denise Willis 
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