We returned to school in September after a lovely summer keeping in touch via our twitter account
@St_Benets with our Extreme Reading Challenge. It was a really exciting way to promote the love of
reading. The idea behind EXTREME READING is to find a really unusual, EXTREME place to have your
picture taken, reading your favourite book. Our families were fantastic posting their photographs with the
hashtag – #SB18ExtremeReading. It proved to be a great way to keep in touch over the holidays and
helped us to be part of everyone’s adventures!
Extreme Reading Challenge

In September we celebrated Language Week in school. We studied languages from around the world.
Visitors came in to teach us different things about other countries, including their customs and culture. We
cooked food from places including France and Italy. And we learned songs and dances from around the
world including The Haka from New Zealand.
Language Week

In early October, Year 4 went on a residential trip to Holy Island. As well as Lindisfarne the children were
thrilled to visit Druridge Bay, Berwick and Seahouses. On Holy Island, the children were able to explore the
beach, before going over to St. Cuthbert's Island where they learned about the history of St. Cuthbert and
took part in a beautiful liturgy by the beach.

Holy Island Residential

Our Infant children shared their learning with their families about Autumn and Harvest Festival. As part of
their Harvest production they collected donations from their families for St Mary’s Open House. This is a
parish organisation ran by volunteers which welcomes anyone in need. Our Year 1 and 2 children gave a
wonderful performance showing us their singing, dancing, acting and poetry skills.

Harvest Celebration

In October we had Stay and Play when our families visited us in Early Years. A big thank to all of our special
visitors - mams, dads, grandparents and more. We really appreciated their help, support and taking the
time to be with us. It was wonderful for us to learn and play together. We received such lovely comments we know how much our families enjoyed working with us.

Stay and Play in Early Years

We had a super coffee morning to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. We were inspired by Grace
from Year 6, and we managed to raise £750 in one morning! Our school family are incredible and they all
rallied to the call! Everyone got involved from Nursery to Year 6, past pupils, parents, grandparents, aunts
& uncles and all friends of St Benet’s.

Macmillan Coffee Morning

This term we have lots of news to share with you. In September, working with some of our school
governors, our Head Girl, Head Boy, Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl were elected by their Year 6
class mates after they delivered fantastic presentations – it was so hard to choose! Throughout this term
lots of our children have raised money for excellent charitable causes. Our school council, Mini Vinnies and

Anti-Bullying Team have also been elected. Father Michael and our parish catechists have begun the First
Holy Communion Programme with our Year 4 children and their families. We have also experienced fun
within all areas of the curriculum – here are some photographs to share a little of what we do at
St Benet’s RC Primary School & Nursery.
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We celebrated a beautiful liturgy in school for All Saints Day, Holy Day of Obligation. Unfortunately
we were unable to go to church due to the weather. The Year 6 children led our liturgy and all year
groups joined in singing our hymns. The children read well and explained to us about the history of
All Saints Day. The whole liturgy was conducted in calm prayerful atmosphere. We are due to
celebrate mass for Christmas with Father Michael at our parish church of St Benet’s on Thursday 20th
December at 10am – all are welcome. Please say some prayers that the weather is kinder to us!

All Saints Day Liturgy – Thursday 1st November
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We have had a great start to the beginning of our academic year and are excited about what is to
follow. We are having an open day on Wednesday November 14th 2018 at 9.30am, 2.00pm and
5.50pm and anyone wanting to pop along to meet us then, or at any other time, are very welcome.
Please remember to put your name down for Nursery and Reception admissions by January 15th
2019. If you require any advice regarding this please contact us at school on – 0191 5492020.
For regular updates of our school community please remember to follow us on Twitter on @St_Benets and visit our school website on www.stbenetschoolsunderland.org.uk

