
In Early Years we continually use learning outcomes to plan, observe and assess the children across the seven areas of learning. These areas are;  

Early Years Curriculum Grid  

Nursery - Autumn Term  

Prime Areas 
 Communication and Language 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 Physical Development 

Specific Areas 
 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding of the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design.  

We work closely with the children to enhance their learning by creating topics which follow their interests.  

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 

Personal, Social, Emotion-
al Development 

Home visits.  
Settling in.  
Continuous Provision planned around the children’s interests.  
Classroom routines and rules.  
Support children in separating and making relationships.  
Introduce Key worker groups.  
Curriculum Meeting  
Stay and play session  

Continue to build friendship groups 
Continue to build on relationships with adults/ key worker group 
PHSE - feelings and emotions 
Autumn - what do we like/ dislike about autumn? 
Adapting behaviour -  Christmas Nativity 
Nativity story - talk about the feelings of characters in the story 

Physical Development Daily access to outdoor continuous provision.  
Mark making opportunities indoor and outdoor.  
Managing own personal hygiene.  
Dressing and undressing/suits/coats/shoes.  
Flipper flappers for gross motor.  
Playdough disco to encourage fine motor.  
Wheeled vehicles.  

Continue to maintain own personal hygiene 
Fine motor activities 
Provide a range of mark making activities throughout the Early Years environment 
P.E. - weekly lessons ‘Tumble Tots’ 
Opportunities for gross motor skills outside 

Communication and Lan-
guage 

Continuous Provision to encourage language skills.  
Listen to stories, songs and rhymes.  
A variety of role play opportunities.  
Opportunities for children to speak during key worker time.  
Story time in key worker groups.  
Key worker focus group tasks to develop language and vocabulary.   
Autumn 1 - stories about rules and routines, new experiences 
Autumn 2 - stories around Autumn theme 



 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 

Reading and Writing Continuous provision including stories, role play, puppets.  
Continuous provision offering a wide range of mark making activities.  
Gross and fine motor focus group activities.  
Sequencing pictures from familiar stories.  

Autumn stories - e.g. Percy 
Read fiction and non-fiction books/ write about different animals (hedgehog, fox) 
Gross and fine motor focus group activities.  
Sequencing pictures from familiar stories.  
Provide opportunities to share ideas and model writing—poem, story etc. 
Group led activities/ continuous provision mark making opportunities 

Mathematics Continuous provision including games, rhymes, songs, measuring equipment, shapes 
and numbers.  
Numbers in the environment.  
Daily timetable.  
Counting rhymes.  

Continuous provision games, rhymes, songs, measuring equipment, shapes and numbers.  
Counting rhymes/ songs 
Colours - recognition, making patterns 
2D shapes (square, circle, rectangle, triangle, star) 
Counting 1-5/ 1-10, counting objects 
Continue with daily timetable/ activities 
Maths language—position, size etc. 
Construction—building blocks  

Understanding of the 
world  

 

 

 

 

R.E. 

Continuous Provision exploring the environment.  
Forrest School.  
Planting.  
Looking at changes to materials through messy play.  
Christmas Nativity.  
Circle time to share news and celebrations.  
Daily prayer time.  
Autumn investigations.  

Creating own environments with small world  
Plants - how they grow, digging and planting, seeds, bulbs 
How trees change in autumn—leaves falling—links to EA& D 
Use of ICT apparatus with supervision—games, videos, stories linked to themes 

Domestic Church: Family  
Baptism /Confirmation: Belonging  

Advent/Christmas: Loving: birthday  

Expressive Arts and De-
sign 

Continuous Provision to include a variety of creative materials.  
Musical instruments available.  
Encourage exploration of textures.  
Messy play.  
Cooking.  
Listening station.  
Singing and dancing opportunities.  

Cooking—linked to theme/ season 
Listening to songs/ music, dancing, playing instruments 
Singing and dancing in PE (Tumble Tots, Tiny Tweeties). 
Messy play 
 


